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DC Shorts Film Festival: Short films not in short supply in nation’s capital

In this era of over-diagnosed attention deficit disorder, it’s a wonder that short films don’t
have a higher place on the entertainment ladder. Yet the possibility of short film
infiltrating mainstream media was palpable in downtown Washington, DC during the DC
Shorts Film Festival, which took place September 13-20, 2007.

In its fourth year, DC Shorts is already showing signs of becoming one of the nation’s
leading short film festivals. From more than 500 international submissions, 89 short films
were selected this year to screen at the Landmark E Street Theatre, a plush modern
multiplex where the usual fare includes award-winning independent and foreign feature
films. All of the DC Shorts screenings were branded with catchy graphics and music.
Before each film, the screen displayed the title, director and award categories.

Television played a part in this year’s festival with sponsorship of Discovery HD Theater,
joining DC Shorts in the presentation of the first High Definition Short Film Competition.
Twenty-three HD films competed in two showcases for $500 and an opportunity to be
broadcast nationally on the Discovery HD Theater channel. The winner of the HD
competition was The Battle of Cable Street, a mixed animation and live action short by
Yoav Segal from the United Kingdom.

Also new to this year’s festival was the DC Shorts Screenwriting Competition. Seven
short screenplays were selected and presented as staged readings, competing for $3,500
to go toward production plus a guaranteed spot in next year’s festival. Some of the
readings were hampered by the use of props and the screenplays were not in the same
league as the short films, but considering how well the festival is run, these issues will
likely be ironed out in time for next year’s competition. Local writer Dia Hancock took
home the prize with her screenplay, The Spnad Inquisition.

The Filmmakers’ Choice Award went to Christian Remde’s The Wine Bar and Jessica
Townsend won Best First Time Filmmaker for 4 ConwersationsaboutLove. The absence
of panels and workshops had no bearing on the festival’s success since the parties rocked,
many screenings were sold out and movie makers seemed thrilled enough with free
meals, housing with local hosts and overall star treatment.

At the wards brunch, festival director Jon Gann spoke about what inspired him to start
DC Shorts. As a movie maker he was “disheartened about how short filmmakers were
treated in festivals,” until he attended the Ashland Independent Film Festival, where he
felt like an honored member of a community. He has since brought that feeling back to
DC. “Film is about community,” he notes, “You can’t make a film alone.” You can’t
make a short film festival alone either...even if you have the slickest HD TV.

Visit www.dcshorts.com for more information.—Stephanie Sellars
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